
Prominent Popes

Pope #, Name (dates of papacy) Notable events under their papacy
196. Clement V (1305-14) Moved to Avignon (beginning of Babylonian Captivity) in 1309
202. Gregory XI (1370-78) Moved back to Rome (Schism begins with his death)

213. Sixtus IV (1471-84) - Commissioned Sistine Chapel. Authorized Inquisition targeting
converted Jews in Spain at request of Isabella and Ferdinand.

214. Innocent VIII (1484-92) Endorsed the prosecution of witchcraft
215. Alexander VI (1492-1503) Spanish Borgia Pope. Granted Isabel & Ferdinand right to

appoint bishops in Spanish lands. Divided the extra-European 
world between Spain & Portugal in Treaty of Tordesillas (1494)

217. Julius II (1503-13) Warrior Pope (controlled Papal States). Commissioned 
Michelangelo’s Sistine ceiling. Began rebuilding St Peter's.

218. Leo X (1513-21) Medici Pope. Signed Concordat of Bologna with Francis I 
(1516). Granted indulgences to those who donated to rebuild 
St. Peter's Basilica. Excommunicated Martin Luther (1521).

220. Clement VII (1523-34) Medici Pope. Rome sacked by HRE troops (1527). Forbade
the divorce of Henry VIII. Crowned Charles V as emperor.

221. Paul III (1534-49) Opened the Council of Trent (1545). Appointed Michelangelo
to supervise construction of St. Peter's Basilica (1546). 
Approved the Order of Jesuits.

224. Paul IV (1555-59) Established the Roman (Jewish) Ghetto (1555) and
established the Index of Forbidden Books. Ordered 
Michelangelo to add clothes on The Last Judgment.

235. Gregory XV (1621-23) Established Congregation for the Propagation of the Faith.
236. Urban VIII (1623-44) Trial against Galileo Galilei. Issued a bull that made use of

tobacco in holy places punishable by excommunication.
238. Alexander VII (1655-67) Commissioned Bernini’s St. Peter's Square. 
252. Pius VII (1800-23) Signed Concordat with Napoleon (1801). Present at 

Coronation of Napoleon as Emperor (1804)
256. Pius IX (1846-78) Opened First Vatican Council; lost the Papal States to Italy. 

Defined papal infallibility. Issued controversial Syllabus of 
Errors. 2nd longest serving pope in history after Saint Peter.

20th - 21st Century Popes
260. Pius XI (1922-39) Signed the Lateran Treaty with Italy (1929) establishing



Vatican City as a sovereign state.
261. Pius XII (1939-58) Credited with intervening for peace during World War II;

controversial for his role in the Holocaust.
262. John XXIII (1958-63) Opened the Second Vatican Council; intervened for peace

during the Cuban Missile Crisis (1962).
263. Paul VI (1963-78) Condemned artificial contraception.
265. *John Paul II (1978-2005) First Polish pope and first non-Italian pope since 16th century. 

Traveled extensively, visiting 129 countries. 3rd longest reign. 
Helped end Communist rule in his native Poland and 
eventually all of Europe. Significantly improved Catholic
relations with Judaism, Islam, the Eastern Orthodox Church,
and Church of England.

266. Benedict XVI (2005-13) First Pope to voluntarily retire since 13th century.
267. Francis (2013 to present) Argentinian Pope. First pope to be born outside Europe since

8th century; first from the Americas; first from the Southern
Hemisphere. First Jesuit pope. Noted for his concern for the
poor, criticisms of consumerism, and attention to 
environmental issues.

*mentioned by name on the AP Concept Outline (only 1 Pope)

bold = key figures in the narrative of European history
 



Rulers of France
Valois Dynasty
1328-1350 Philip VI
1350-1364 John
1364-1380 Charles V
1380-1422 Charles VI
1422-1461 Charles VII
1461-1483 Louis XI
1483-1498 Charles VIII
1498-1515 Louis XII
1515-1547 Francis I
1547-1559 Henry II
1559-1560 Francis II
1560-1574 Charles IX
1560-1574 *Catherine de' Medici

(ruled as regent)
1574-1589 Henry III
Bourbon Dynasty
1589-1610 *Henry IV
1610-1643 Louis XIII (*Richelieu)
1643-1715 *Louis XIV (Colbert)
1715-1774 Louis XV
1774-1792 *Louis XVI
⭑ French Revolution 1879-1799

*mentioned by name on the AP Concept 
Outline

bold = key figures in the narrative of 
European history

After 1792
1792-1799 First Republic
1799-1804 *Napoleon Bonaparte as Consul
1804-1814 Napoleon as Emperor
1814-1824 Louis XVIII (Bourbon Dynasty)
1824-1830 Charles X (Bourbon Dynasty)
⭑ July Revolution or French Revolution of 1830

1830-1848 Louis-Philippe
⭑ February Revolution or French Revolution of 1848

1848-1852 Second Republic (Louis Napoleon as President)
1852-1870 Louis Napoleon as *Napoleon III, Emperor
⭑ Franco-Prussian War ended 2nd Empire; launched 3rd Republic

1870-1940 Third Republic (Léon Blum, Popular Front Prime Minister 1936-37)



1940-1944 Vichy government, Pétain regime
1944-1946 Provisional government (Pres. Charles de Gaulle)
1946-1958 Fourth Republic 
1958-present Fifth Republic

Monarchs of England/Great Britain
House of Tudor
1485-1509 Henry VII
1509-1547 *Henry VIII
1547-1553 Edward VI
1553-1558 Mary I
1558-1603 *Elizabeth I

House of Stuart
1603-1625 *James I
1625-1649 *Charles I
⭑ English Civil War (1642–1651)

Commonwealth and Protectorate (1649-
1660)
1653-1658 *Oliver Cromwell
1658-1659 Richard Cromwell

House of Stuart (Restored)
1660-1685 Charles II
1685-1688 James II
1689-1694 William III and Mary II
1694-1702 William III (alone)
1702-1714 Anne

House of Hanover
1714-1727 George I
1727-1760 George II
1760-1820 George III
1820-1830 George IV
1830-1837 William IV
1837-1901 Victoria I

House of Saxe-Coburg-Gotha
1901-1910 Edward VII

House of Windsor
1910-1936 George V
1936 Edward VIII
1936-1952 George VI
1952-present Elizabeth II



Prominent Prime Ministers
1721-1742 Sir Robert Walpole - 1st Prime Minister
1834-46 Sir Robert Peel - father of modern British police (“Bobbies”) and one of founders

of the modern Conservative Party; Mines Act 1842; Factories Act 1844; repeal of 
the Corn Laws

1868-1894 Sir William Gladstone - Promoted Irish self-rule
1916-1922 David Lloyd George - Paris Peace Conference; Votes to all adult males and 

women over 30 (1918)
1937-1940 Neville Chamberlain - Attempted “peace for our time” through appeasement of 

Germany; widely criticised following German invasion of Poland (start of WWII)
1940-1955 Winston Churchill - WWII; formed military alliances with the US and USSR; 

foundation of the United Nations
1979-1990 *Margaret Thatcher - First female Prime Minister (Iron Lady). Falklands War; 

miners' strike; privatisation of industries; decreased power of the unions;
1997-2007 Tony Blair - Hong Kong handover to China; NATO bombing of Yugoslavia; 2003 

invasion of Iraq (and consequent Iraq War)
2010-2016 David Cameron - same-sex marriage legalised; Campaigned for a remain vote in

2016 EU referendum; 52% leave majority prevailed, Cameron resigned.
2016- Theresa May - Exiting the European Union (Brexit)



Rulers of Prussia and Germany

1701-1713 Frederick I
1713-1740 *Frederick William I
1740-1786 *Frederick II (the Great)
1786-1797 Frederick William II
1797-1840 Frederick William III
1840-1861 Frederick William IV
⭑ German Unification (1860s-1871)

1861-1888 William I (German Emperor after 1871) (*Bismarck, 1st Chancellor 1871-1890)
1888 Frederick III
1888-1918 *William/Wilhelm II
1918-1933 *Weimar Republic
1933-1945 Third Reich (Nazi dictatorship under *Adolf Hitler)
1945-1952 Allied Occupation
1949-1990 Division of Federal Rep. of Germany (west) and German Democratic Rep. (east)
⭑ Berlin Wall Falls (1989)
1990- Federal Republic of Germany (reunited) (Kohl, Chancellor 1982-1998)

Rulers of Austria and Austria-
Hungary

1493-1519 Maximilian I (Archduke) †
1519-1556 Charles V †
1556-1564 Ferdinand I †
1564-1576 Maximilian II †
1576-1612 Rudolf II †
1612-1619 Matthias †
1619-1637 Ferdinand II †
1637-1657 Ferdinand III †
1658-1705 Leopold I †
1705-1711 Joseph I †
1711-1740 Charles VI †
1740-1780 *Maria Theresa
1780-1790 *Joseph II †
1790-1792 Leopold II †
1792-1835 Francis II †(*Metternich as Chancellor of State from 1821 until 1848)
1835-1848 Ferdinand I
1848-1916 Francis Joseph (emperor of Austria and King of Hungary)
1916-1918 Charles I (emperor of Austria and King of Hungary)
1918-1938 Republic of Austria (dictatorship after 1934)
1945-1956 Republic restored, under Allied occupation
1956- Free Republic

  † Also bore title of Holy Roman Emperor



Tsars of Russia
Rurik dynasty
1462-1505 Ivan III (the Great)
1505-1553 Vasily III
1553-1584 Ivan IV (the Terrible)
1584-1598 Theodore I

Time of Troubles
1598-1605 Boris Godunov
1605 Theodore II
1606-1610 Vasily IV

Romanov Dynasty
1613-1645 Michael
1645-1676 Alexius
1676-1682 Theodore III
1682-1689 Ivan V and Peter I (brothers)

1689-1725 *Peter I (the Great)
1725-1727 Catherine I
1727-1730 Peter II
1730-1740 Anna
1740-1741 Ivan VI
1741-1762 Elizabeth
1762- Peter III
1762-1796 *Catherine II (the Great)
1796-1801 Paul
1801-1825 Alexander I
1825-1855 Nicholas I
1855-1881 Alexander II
1881-1894 Alexander III

Minister *Witte 1892-1903
1894-1917 Nicholas II 

Minister *Stolypin 1906-11
⭑ Russian Revolution (1917)

Rulers of USSR & Russian Federation

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) - est. 1922
1917-1924 *Vladimir Ilyich Lenin
1924-1953 *Joseph Stalin
1953-1964 *Nikita Khrushchev
1964-1982 Leonid Brezhnev
1982-1984 Yuri Andropov
1984-1985 Konstantin Chernenko
1985-1991 *Mikhail Gorbachev
⭑ Disintegration of the Soviet Union (1990-1991)

Russian Federation
1991-1999 Boris Yeltsin



1999-2008 Vladimir Putin
2008-2012 Dmitry Medvedev
2012-present Vladimir Putin

Rulers of Spain
House of Habsburg 
1479-1516 *Ferdinand and Isabella
1516-1556 Charles I (Ruled HRE as *Charles V)  †
1556-1598 *Philip II
1598-1621 *Philip III
1621-1665 *Philip IV
1665-1700 Charles II (the Bewitched)
⭑ War of Spanish Succession (1701–1715)

House of Bourbon
1700-1746 Philip V
1746-1759 Ferdinand VI
1759-1788 Charles III
1788-1808 Charles IV
1808 Ferdinand VII
⭑ Peninsular War (1807-1814)

1808-1813 Joseph Bonaparte (Napoleon’s brother)
1814-1833 Ferdinand VII (restored, Bourbon)
1833-1868 Isabella II (House of Bourbon)
1868-1870 Republic
1870-1873 Amadeo I (House of Savoy)
1873-1874 Republic
1874-1885 Alfonso XII (House of Bourbon)
1886-1931 Alfonso XIII (House of Bourbon)
1931-1939 Republic
⭑ Spanish Civil War (1936-1939)

1939-1975 Fascist dictatorship under *Francisco Franco



1975-2014 Constitutional Monarchy (King Juan Carlos I, House of Bourbon)
2014-present Felipe VI (House of Bourbon)

Rulers of Italy
⭑ Italian Unification (1850s-1871) 
1861-1878 Victor Emmanuel II (*Cavour, 1st Prime Minister of Italy, 1861)
1878-1900 Humbert I
1900-1946 Victor Emmanuel III
1922-1943 Fascist dictatorship under *Benito Mussolini (maintained in n. Italy until 1945)
1946-present Republic

Other important leaders

Henry the Navigator - Prince of Portugal (Duke of Viseu from 1415–1460)
Christian IV - King of Denmark & Norway (1588-1648)
*Gustavus Adolphus - King of Sweden (1611 to 1632)
Leopold II - 2nd King of Belgium (1865-1909) and Ruler of the Congo Free State (1885–1908)
Emperor Meiji - Emperor of Japan during *Meiji Restoration (1867-1912)
*Karl Lueger - Mayor of Vienna (1897-1910) and founder of the Austrian Christian Social Party
*Woodrow Wilson - President of U.S. (1913-1921)
Mustafa Kemal Atatürk - 1st President of Republic of Turkey (1923-1938)
*Ho Chi Minh - 1st President of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam (1945-69) 
*Sukarno - 1st President of Indonesia (1945 to 1967)
Jawaharlal Nehru - 1st Prime Minister of India (1947-64), leader of *Indian Congress Party
Josip Broz Tito - 1st President of Yugoslavia (1953-1980)
Gamal Abdel Nasser - 2nd President of Egypt (1956-1970)
Nicolae Ceaușescu - Dictator of Romania (1965-1989)
Slobodan Milošević - President of Serbia (1989-97) & Federal Rep. of Yugoslavia (1997-2000)
Václav Havel - President of Czechoslovakia / Czech Republic (1989-2003)
Lech Wałęsa - Solidarity leader and President of Poland (1990-1995)
*Mary Robinson - 1st female President of Ireland (1990-1997)


